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Declassified Original Study

1.The workers at Harshaw were “in large proportion 
edentulous [toothless] or nearly edentulous.”

2.“There was some indication [teeth] may have been 
etched and polished by [the fluoride acid] …
exposure of the teeth to the acid may have 
contributed to the attrition [loss of teeth] observed.”

3.The workers were not given protective masks.

Published JADA study 1948

1.Harshaw workers had fewer cavities.

2.“strangely enough, dental erosion or decalcification 
of enamel and dentin commonly seen in workers 
exposed to inorganic acids [fluoride] was not seen.” 

3.Harshaw workers “preferred to chew tobacco or 
gum for protection.”


